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From the Chief Editor

A very happy new year to all of you readers. 
It is indeed a blessing to welcome the year
2021 despite the many challenges we 
encountered in the year 2020. 2021 marks
release of Eight Editions of Council’s 
Newsletter since its launch, 
Success!Success!Success! An applause to all 
the writers and editors for such a milestone.
I envision this year to be a pack of 
innovation, advancements, enhanced 
collaborations and a complete revamp on 
service delivery.

Customer satisfaction as a backbone to 
many is the priority of Council. A number of
online application systems are now on 
board to ease and streamline our services.

2021 news articles will provide you with 
adequate information, updates and notices
there is within the Council and the Ministry. 
Continue sharing your experiences,
accomplishments and innovative ideas as 
this is the best avenue to showcase our
professional milestones.

Elizabeth Shekalaghe

Registrar
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Professional Associations, Councils and Boards have been urged to ensure and maintain ethical 
and professional conduct of health workers in the sector in order to improve their service delivery 
to the people. This was said on 09th January, 2021 by The Minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, Hon. Dr. Dorothy Gwajima (MP) when was 
addressing the Registrar’s and leaders of professional associations in Dodoma.

Dr. Gwajima noted that these professional bodies are the chief supervisors, controllers and 
enforcers of ethics and professionalism and required them to discharge their responsibilities 
accordingly.

Dr. Gwajima emphasized that “The Election Manifesto of Chama cha Mapinduzi on page 137 
requires close cooperation with professional bodies within the health sector in supervising and 
ensuring that ethics and professionalism are taken into account when employees are discharging 
their responsibilities. This is what we are implementing through this meeting”.

She noted that whenever they undertake official visits to different regions, they are confronted 
with outcries relating to the decline of ethical and professional conduct and stressed that such a 
decline should be tamed and controlled by these professional bodies.

“Stand for Ethics and Professionalism”
 Dr. Gwajima

HON. DR. GWAJIMA ADDRESSES HEALTH 
SECTOR PROFESSIONAL COUNCILS, 
BOARDS AND ASSOCIATIONS ON 
IMPROVEMENT OF HEALTH SECTOR 
SERVICES IN THE COUNTRY

By Anna Temu

Pharmacy Council Tanzania News

The Minister for Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly 
and Children, Hon. Dr. Dorothy Gwajima (MP) when was addressing 
the Registrar’s and leaders of professional associations in Dodoma 
January, 2021.
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Heads of Health Sector Professional Councils, Boards and Associations listening attentively to the Minister of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, Hon. Dr. Dorothy Gwajima (MP) during the meeting held in Dodoma January, 2021

“It is therefore necessary that in order get back on 
the right tracks, we need to sit together and review 
our operating systems in order to discover possible 
loopholes that lead to some of the professional 
employees to act unethically resulting in concerns 
and a lot of complaints by the people in need of 
health services”.

Dr. Gwajima further noted that those complaints are 
an indication that these professional bodies are 
powerless and unable to control professionals   who 
are their members. The meeting was therefore 
intended to highlight this weakness, to remind them 
of their oversight responsibilities as professional 
bodies and to let them know that there are problems 
within their professional members to the extent that 
some of them could care less and violate the ethics 
of their profession without any regard to the 
existence of the professional bodies which are 
required to monitor and control their professional 
conduct and which would otherwise  force them to 
change and conduct themselves ethically and 
professionally and thereby avoid complaints from 
the people they serve.

The Minister also highlighted the necessity of 
having all the professional Councils of the health 
sector under one umbrella would unify them into 
one team and this would help in reducing operating 
costs and enhancing efficiency, effectiveness and 
productivity thereby ensuring that other 
professionals conduct themselves ethically.

On his side, the Deputy Minister, Dr. Godwin Mollel 
emphasised on accountability of professional 
bodies on the problems they have not been able to 
identify and solve or for the problems which have 
been pointed out by the leadership of the district 
concerned.



Registrars from the health sector professional Boards and Councils met to prepare a joint Strategic Plan to 
control the erosion of ethics for health care providers in the country. 

THE BOARD AND COUNCILS ARE CONCERNED WITH 
THE DECLINE OF ETHICS WITHIN THE HEALTH SECTOR

The Boards and Councils within the Health Sector have met to prepare a joint strategic plan which would 
enable them to reverse and control the decline in ethics and professionalism amongst professionals 
providing health services in the country; a decline which has currently increased rapidly amongst many 
professionals.

This was stated on 14th January, 2021 by the Registrar of the Council of Nurses and Midwives and who is 
also the Chairman of the Registrars of Professional Boards and Councils of the Health Sector, Ms. Agnes 
Mtawa at a joint meeting which was held at the Ministry’s conference room. Mtawa said that, currently 
work performance, ethics and accountability has been declining everyday and that they are now 
planning to work together in order to improve the state of health services delivery at health centres.

“As it is now, there has been a decline in ethics which has impacted negatively on our health services 
delivery. We have therefore sat together and planned for all areas which we are involved in and 
implement together in order to make sure that our professionals work ethically and in accordance with 
laws, regulations and procedures guiding our professions and at the same time ensure that citizens get 
satisfactory health services” said Mtawa.

Furthermore, Mtawa said that they have planned to institute a strict system which would enable the 
Professional Boards and Councils within the health sector to get information on all those professionals 
acting unethically and on the basis of which disciplinary measures will be taken at all levels of 
employment.
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By Anna Temu



With regard to nurses and midwives, Mtawa has confirmed that citizens have complained about them 
for not doing their jobs accordingly; but has hastened to point out that some complaints are about 
citizens not knowing the scope of work of nurses and midwives; thus instituting a system of 
cooperation between them will effectively address such complaints”.

This notwithstanding, Mtawa said that the laws of all the Professional Councils do recognise the 
supervisory leaders at all levels of the Health Centres. They are therefore building their capacities to 
provide education and to remind professionals about the question of ethics and to take disciplinary 
measures against those whose conduct irritate citizens.

The Registrar of Medical Council, Dr. David Mzava has directed all doctors in the country to adhere 
to laid down procedures for good health services delivery. This is because patients have been 
complaining about it. He noted that not involving a patient accordingly is a violation of the work 
ethics and the oath of office within the profession on providing health services.

Dr. Mzava has also required Doctors to abide by the procedure of informing a patient about his/her 
health problem in order to enable the patient to take appropriate decision relating to the treatment 
that will be prescribed.

The Registrar of Pharmacy Council, Pharm. Elizabeth Shekalaghe also noted that there is a problem 
on provision of pharmaceutical services because some of the professionals are unethical in carrying 
out their duties. 

Pharm. Shekalaghe further stated that, the Pharmacy Act, Cap 311 together with The Pharmacy 
(Pharmacy Practice and Conduct of Business of a Pharmacy) Regulations, 2020 clearly indicates that 
when a professional is found guilty of misconduct and proven by the Council, he is liable to 
suspension and if need be, he should be deregistered and have his license revoked. 

In the third quarter of the financial year 2020/2021 (Jan – March 2021) the Training of ADDO 
dispensers and owners in six different centers that were coordinated by approved health 
institutions to conduct ADDO Training has taken place. The training were ably supervised by 
the Pharmacy Council to ascertain the quality of the courses.
921 ADDO dispensers have qualified and certified to dispense in ADDO Outlets whereas a 
total of 875 participants have been given an awareness course on entrepreneurship and 
regulations of ADDOs;  “ADDO Owners Training”. This results to the increase of trained 
dispensers to 32032 and owners to 32398

MORE ADDO DISPENSERS
AND OWNERS UNDERGO TRAINING

Pharmacy Council Tanzania News
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By Wilbard Semvua



Training manuals were issued to every participant of dispensers and owners training to serve as their 
references. To date 12 health training institutions have been approved by the Pharmacy Council to 
train the ADDO dispensers within and outside the institutions. 

Pharmacy Council Tanzania News
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# OF DISPENSERS TRAINED # OF OWNERS TRAINEDAPPROVED COLLEGES / TRAINING CENTERS

75 176St. Maximillian Colbe at Uyui College

240 -PHN-Morogoro

TOTAL 921 875

75 -

171 260Public Health College Iringa conducted at 
Mbeya City. 

City College of Health and Allied Sciences 
Kigamboni.

170 150
SIBS-Moshi supervised at Moshi Municipal 
Council.

190 289
Kigoma COTC – supervised at Kasulu District 
Council and Sumbawanga Municipal Council.

The table below summarizes the training:

ADDO Dispensers training at Sumbawanga Municipal 
(Coordinated by Kigoma COTC College)

ADDO Dispensers Training held at Kasulu Town in 
Kigoma  Marchi, 2021.
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The Pharmacy Council has launched an 
online retention application system for 
smooth furnishing of information 
regarding retaining of names in the 
register, roll and list and payment of fees 
for all pharmacy professionals. This online 
application is available through Pharmacy 
Council Website: www.pc.go.tz.
Sections 22, 26 and 30 of the Pharmacy Act 
Cap. 311 requires every registered, enrolled 
and enlisted person, before the 31st 
December of each year, to file information 
to the Council in the prescribed manner 
for the retention of his name in the 
register, roll and list. According to the 
above sections the retention application is 
accompanied by prescribed fee.

In view of the aforesaid, The Council intends 
to publish in the Government Gazette the 
names of persons registered, enrolled and 
enlisted as per Section 31 of the Pharmacy 
Act Cap. 31. Absence of the name of any 
person from that publication, shall be 
sufficient evidence that, the person is not 
registered, enrolled or enlisted or that the 
validity of his registration, enrollment or 
enlisting has ceased to have effect as per 
Section 33 of the Pharmacy Act.

This serves as a reminder to all pharmacy 
professionals to update your registration 
status for the year 2021 and pay your 
outstanding annual retention fee to avoid 
deregistration and other inconveniences. 

ONLINE RETENTION 
APPLICATION SYSTEM 
LAUNCHED

By Johansen Ndyakalika



Figure: Number of Pharmaceutical Personnel Registered by Category and Year

During its 50th meeting held on 22nd and 23rd April 2021, the Pharmacy Council approved full 
registration of 219 pharmacists, 513 pharmaceutical technicians and 24 pharmaceutical assistants. 
The pharmacists, pharmaceutical technicians and pharmaceutical assistants had successfully 
passed their pre-registration and professional examinations respectively.

To date, the Council has registered 2599 pharmacists, enrolled 3525 pharmaceutical Technicians 
and enlisted 746 pharmaceutical assistants.

The graph below shows the trend of pharmaceutical personnel since 2015 to date. A steep rise in 
the number of pharmaceutical technicians among other reasons is due to the increase to a total 
of 39 colleges offering diploma in pharmaceutical sciences in Tanzania and lower cadre courses 
have been graded on NTA Levels by NACTE which encourage students preferring to exit on NTA 
level 6 which is the diploma level.

Pharmacy Council Tanzania News
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By Timotheo Samwel

NUMBER OF PHARMACY
PROFESSIONALS ON THE RISE



The distribution of pharmacy premises country wide is as shown below:

During the period of January to March 2021 the Pharmacy Council has registered 138 new 
pharmacy premises, among them, 23 are owned by pharmacy professionals.       To date, a total of 
2270 pharmacy premises have been registered.

STATUS OF REGISTERED
PREMISES
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TOTAL:    2270

By Timotheo Samwel
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Mwanza | 159

Dar-Es-Salaam 922

Dodoma | 91

Mbeya  |76

Arusha | 112

Pwani | 71

Tanga | 53

Mara | 33

Kilimanjaro | 41

Morogoro | 91

Iringa  | 24

Tabora | 43 Singida | 24
Kigoma | 21

Manyara | 16

Ruvuma | 23

Simiyu | 16

Mtwara | 39

Katavi | 10

Njombe |16

Songwe |14

Rukwa | 13

Lindi | 15

Kagera | 30

Geita | 29

Shinyanga | 40



THOSE WHO STOLE TZS 13.5 MILLION WORTH OF 
MEDICINE AT SONGWE TO BE TAKEN TO TASK

Pharmacy Council Tanzania News

The Minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, Hon. 
Dr. Dorothy Gwajima has directed that all those 
officers of Songwe Region implicated in the theft 
of medicines worth TZS 13.5 million, should be to 
respective state organs including PCCB and the 
police for further action. The culprits have since 
returned TZS 10.6 million, this is an indication of 
accepting to have committed the offence.

She further noted the fact that these 
employees were able to return some of the 
money is a clear indication that there is theft 
of medicines and that if that investigation was 
extended to cover areas outside the 
municipal council, an even bigger loss of 
medicines would have been discovered

“I am now declaring war against all thieves of 
medicines and other medical supplies and 
that all state law institutions will be involved in 
this war against embezzlers of medical 
supplies because there are some few 
employees who are back-tracking the 
distribution of medical supplies and have 
failed to supervise and control Government 
property. 

The Minister further directed that after legal 
actions have been taken, all implicated 
officers should appear before their 
professional bodies and councils for 
disciplinary action.

Dr. Gwajima issued that directive on 11th March, 
2021 when she was receiving the report from the 
Regional Medical Officer Dr. Hamadi Nyembea 
during her duty tour of the region to inspect the 
construction project of the Regional Referral 
Hospital and to be appraised on the state of 
delivery of health services in the region. She 
noted that there are some unethical employees 
within the health sector who have no regard for 
public property and have thus caused a huge loss 
of medicines in the country. 
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By  Anna Temu

Minister of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children Hon. Dr. Dorothy Gwajima talking to Songwe Regional 
Health Officers during her visit to the region on March, 2021. 
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On 27th and 28th of January 2021, The Council conducted examination on pharmaceutical 
personnel as part of the requirements to be registered by the Council. 

There were five (5) Invigilation centers namely: Dar es Salaam, Arusha, Mwanza, Dodoma and 
Mbeya City.  In comparison, there has been an overall improvement in pass rate for all three 
subjects for all levels from 45.10% of exams sat in October 2020 to 75.70% for exams in Jan 2021.

A further analysis with comparison charts on candidates can be viewed in charts A
to chart G each one with specific title.

Here is a summarized narration of their results:
 303  pharmacists interns registered for exam, 0.3% (one candidate) did not sit for   
exam, pass rate was 87.7%, 10.6% had supplementary while 0.3% (one candidate) failed   
all three subjects
 467 pharmaceutical technicians registered for exams; 07 did not sit for exam (1.5%),   
pass rate was 66.5%, 30.5% had supplementary and 1.5% failed all three subjects
 37 pharmaceutical assistants registered and sat for exams; pass rate was 86.5%,  13.5% 
had supplementary and none (0%) failed.
 37 pharmaceutical dispensers registered and sat for exams; pass rate was 53.3%, 4  
6.7% had supplementary and none (0%).

PRE-REGISTRATION EXAMINATION RESULTS RELEASED
By  Wilbard Semvua
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Candidates who sat for the 
pre-registration and professional 
examinations at Dar es Salaam  
Law School Tanzania Centre. 



DR. MOLLEL COUNSELS PHARMACISTS WHO ARE 
JOINING THE PROFESSION

All pharmacists in the country are required to 
ensure that the medicine they prescribe to 
patients are actually availed to and received by 
the targeted patients.
This was said on 15th January 2021 in Dodoma by 
the Deputy Minister of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, 
Hon. Dr. Godwin Mollel (MP) during the 9th 
Admission Ceremony of New Pharmacists 
joining the profession. During the occasion, Dr. 
Mollel said that pharmacists have a huge 
responsibility of saving people’s lives and 
therefore not making sure that the dispensed 
medicine reaches the targeted patient 
tantamount to loosing the lives of those 
patients who come for medication at the health 
facilities.

........The ministry depends on you and 
recognises the important job that you do 
despite there being a few of you who are 

reneging on their oath of office and thus letting 
down the profession. Whenever a health centre 
lacks medicines, some patients lose their lives. 
Therefore when it is established that there has 

been loss of medicines, the pharmacist must be 
accountable;

Deputy Minister for Health, Community Development, Gender,
Elderly and Children

Hon. Dr. Godwin Mollel 

The Deputy Minister has urged the pharmacists 
who were officially joining the profession on that 
day to be creative and develop some medicines

By  Anna Temu
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Deputy Minister of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly and 
Children Hon. Dr. Godwin Mollel 
addressing to Newly Registered 
Pharmacists entering who were joining 
the professional during the ceremony in 
Dodoma January, 2021.
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within their places instead of limiting their 
activities to only receiving medicines and 
dispensing them to the patients. This would 
enable the Government to reduce expenditures 
on medicines and create a demand for more 
pharmacists to be employed.

“I would like those who are going to be employed 
to recognise the fact that medicine is a very key 
and important aspect of the existence of a 
hospital and therefore if you diligently manage 
the available medicines and effectively supervise 
the way they are being dispensed, the 
Government will be in good stead and in control. 
You should therefore ensure that this aspect is 
well managed and supervised; particularly in the 
area of decision making within the health facilities 
in the country”.

regulations, procedures, as well as professional 
work ethics and etiquette in their daily discharge 
of duties.

“We have emphasized so much on the question 
of responsibility and accountability. We know 
that pharmacy as a profession started in 1978 but 
had been growing slowly. It is now that its 
growth rate has been increasing with an average 
output of not less than 250 graduates every year. 
This has enabled us to register 2329 pharmacists 
to date” said Shekalaghe.
The registrar noted further that the Government 
has invested a lot of money in the health sector 
and its allied services including services relating 
to the provision of medicines. “The Head of 
State has warned us about this and we should 
therefore make sure that we effectively provide 
oversight over these assets which the 
Government has invested in provision of 
pharmaceutical services”, Shekalaghe 
concluded.

At the same occasion, the Registrar of Pharmacy 
Council, Pharm. Elizabeth Shekalaghe said that 
the Government invests a lot of money in 
procurement of medicines and therefore urged 
the new pharmacists to effectively and efficiently 
manage and supervise all pharmaceutical 
services while observing and taking into account 
the laws,

Dr. Mollel directed pharmacists to be seriously 
responsible and accountable in the area of 
expenditures in view of the fact that there has 
been misuse of money for purchase of medicines 
in Public Health Centres which has resulted in 
those centres lacking medicine and other medical 
supplies. As a result, people have not been joining 
Health Insurance Funds such as CHF and others 
who are financially able have preferably gone to 
private hospitals.

New pharmacists taking oath of allegiance and adherence to 
professional ethics during the eighth (8) Admission and 
Registration Ceremony of introducing new registered 
pharmacists into the profession 
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Pharmacy Council Registrar, Pharmacist Elizabeth Shekalaghe 
reminding pharmacists to fully manage all pharmacy services .
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TMDA & PC CONDUCTED JOINT INSPECTION TO 
ENSURE COMPLIANCE

In March, 2021 PC and TMDA inspectors conducted joint inspections to 905 pharmaceutical premises to 
ensure compliance to law and regulations governing operation of pharmaceutical premises. 
A number of observations were found in the course of the inspections. Premises that operated in 
accordance to the law were encouraged to continue doing so. Few premises were found to have 
unsatisfactory pharmacist supervision and some conducted medical services contrary to the law. 
Unregistered outlets were closed. Some of the premises had unregistered medicines and others were 
found with Government medicines. 

Community pharmacies have great potential to deliver services aimed at promoting good health. These 
pharmacies are important in providing health care services and advice to the public. Public health is of 
paramount importance and such routine inspections provide assurance to patients and the public that 
the standards for registered pharmacies continue to be met. 

Among other functions of the Council as mandated under the Pharmacy Act, 2011 is to safeguard and 
promote the provision of pharmaceutical services in compliance with norms and values, in both public 
and private sectors, with goals of achieving definite therapeutic outcomes for the health and quality of life 
of a client as well as uphold and safeguard the acceptable standards of pharmacy practice in both public 
and private sectors. 
Proprietors and superintendent pharmacists are urged to abide to the law and operate as per the 
regulations and set standards. PC and TMDA will continue collaborating to assure patients and the general 
public that, pharmaceutical services provided offers quality and are patient-centered services.

March 8th every year is a celebration for International Women’s Day (IWD) all over the world. IWD is a 
global day objectifying the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women. The day also 
marks a call to action for accelerating women’s equality. 
This year, the theme for International Women’s Day, “Women in Leadership: Achieving an equal future in 
a COVID – 19 world, celebrates the tremendous efforts by women and girls around the world in shaping 
a more equal future and recovery from the COVID – 19 pandemic and highlights the gaps that remain

A challenged world is an alert world and from challenge comes change. Given the importance of 
Women’s Day and in the spirit of empowering and innovating women, the Pharmacy Council Registrar, 
Pharmacist Elizabeth Shekalaghe considered it important for the Council women to celebrate this day by 
providing an avenue of interaction and training with women role models in leadership and management.

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP
A DRIVE TO REACH AN EQUAL WORLD.

By  Arapha Nshau

By  Annette Ezekiel
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Pharmacy Council Women in a group photo with Tanzania Women Pharmacists Association (TAWOPHA) and 
the keynote speaker Dr. Gladness Salema during International Women’s Day celebrations in March, 2021

“Our difference is not only between being a 
woman and a man as a person, but it goes further 
to career and professional development”, 

says Dr. Gladness Salema, a researcher, and 
consultant at University of Dar-Es-Salaam Business 
School, who was the guest speaker at the event.

“When you want to flourish you have to listen to your 
inner conversation, I had a dream to excel, so I said to 
myself that I must succeed and be at the top, and I 
indeed I have achieved my wish.  Not only that, my 
inner interest was to associate with friends who 
have excelled in their careers so that I don’t lag 
behind and now most of my friends, some of them 
my school mates today are corporate ladies and 
CEOs of big companies and institutions. I knew my 
background had weakness but I was aggressive 
enough to light up my future. I tell you, someone 
can associate with pharmacists and be like them 
while she is not”, Dr. Salema narrated.
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Pharmacy Council Registrar, Pharmacist Elizabeth 
Shekalaghe elbow greets Tanzania Women Pharmacists 
Association (TAWOPHA) Chairperson , Pharmacist 
Marsha Macatta-Yambi during the International 
Women’s Day Celebrations in March, 2021
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Dr. Salema further advised that, it is not too late, 
and that now is the right time particularly for the 
young ones, that they have so many chances to try 
and grab these opportunities no matter the 
challenges they encounter. She called upon them 
not to wait for opportunities to come their way but 
to be proactive and navigate.  “The urge and 
thirstiness in wanting to change should get 
equipped at all times with your own 
determinations. I was not in the list to be sponsored 
for my PhD but because of my efforts and my ready 
to go, a week later after my application I was 
offered the sponsorship”, Dr. Salema said.

and beyond. Why? Because, if I fail, no one will say she 
doesn’t have what it takes to succeed, No one will say 
that. Instead they will say women do not have what it 
takes to achieve anything’. So I say, there is no 
miracle, invest on it, I repeat, invest on it, we meet at 
the top.” Dr. Salema concluded. health issues, 
harmonizing and promoting good pharmacy practice 
to save lives.

On her part, the Chairperson of TAWOPHA, 
Pharmacist Marsha Maccatta said, “I really want this 
event to be repetitive with the audience and all 
members of TAWOPHA as I am very pleased with 
what has been offered and also happy that we are all 
women though we must admit that we need men, 
why we need men? I know we can do a lot by 
ourselves but there are other decisions that require 
men”.  

Concluding the event. The Registrar of Pharmacy 
Council, Pharmacist Elizabeth Shekalaghe, expressed 
her satisfaction with the way the training was 
conducted, remarking that the next time training 
evaluation should be part and parcel of the event. She 
added that, the Council is taking important steps in 
addressing gender inequality especially to female 
pharmacists on their role on health issues, 
harmonizing and promoting good pharmacy practice 
to save lives.

Dr. Salema also talked about leadership and 
authority. There are people who are leaders but they 
have no legal authority. Women are leaders even if 
they do not have titles in the society. A leader is 
someone who is influencing and encouraging a 
group of people. Leadership is a process of getting 
you and others reach your goals. Hence, as women 
leaders we must be that person who will motivate 
and ensure that those behind us reach our goals 
whether at home, at work or in business. “Behind you 
there may be a number of people are capable and 
those who are not capable. The goal is to make sure 
we arrive at the goal and realise our vision.”

“There is a woman who once said, ‘I am a woman, I 
must achieve unusual success, very extraordinary
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Dr. Gladness Salema, a researcher, and consultant at University of Dar-Es-Salaam Business School addressing 
Pharmacy Council and TAWOPHA women during International Women’s Day celebrations on March 8, 2021.
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In March, 2021 PC and TMDA inspectors conducted 
joint inspections to 905 pharmaceutical premises to 
ensure compliance to law and regulations governing 
operation of pharmaceutical premises.

A number of observations were found in the course of 
the inspections. Premises that operated in accordance 
to the law were encouraged to continue doing so. Few 
premises were found to have unsatisfactory pharmacist 
supervision and some conducted medical services 
contrary to the law. Unregistered outlets were closed. 
Some of the premises had unregistered medicines and 
others were found with Government medicines. 

Community pharmacies have great potential to deliver 
services aimed at promoting good health. These 
pharmacies are important in providing health care 
services and advice to the public. Public health is of 
paramount importance and such routine inspections 
provide assurance to patients and the public that the 
standards for registered pharmacies continue to be 
met.

Among other functions of the Council as mandated 
under the Pharmacy Act, 2011 is to safeguard and 
promote the provision of pharmaceutical services in

in compliance with norms and values, in both 
public and private sectors, with goals of achieving 
definite therapeutic outcomes for the health and 
quality of life of a client as well as uphold and 
safeguard the acceptable standards of pharmacy 
practice in both public and private sectors. 
Proprietors and superintendent pharmacists are 
urged to abide to the law and operate as per the 
regulations and set standards. PC and TMDA will 
continue collaborating to assure patients and the 
general public that, pharmaceutical services 
provided offers quality and are patient-centered 
services.

PAC HIGHLIGHTED IN FUNCTIONS AND POWERS 
OF THE COUNCIL

By   Arapha Nshau
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In the pictures, Pharmacist Arapha Nshau, Head of Pharmacy Practice and Inspection Department explaining on the 
functions, responsibilities and technological advancement achieved by the Council to the Public Accounts Committee 
(PAC) when visited Pharmacy Council Lake Zone Offices in Mwanza March, 2021
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